
 
 

 
Yesterday on Thursday the 6th of 
April, the whole school gathered 
in the music room to present 
their annual Easter Hat Parade! 
Students spent the last few 
weeks of Term 1 designing and 
creating their hats in preparation 
for the parade.  

 
It was a wond erful display that highlighted our  studentôs creativity and 
talent in making their o wn colourful hats from scratch! After the parade, 
students and their families made their way over to the junior grass area 
to enjoy a shared lunch. A big thank you to parents and families who 
contributed to  the lunch by bringing in plates of delicious food for 
everyone to share. Thank you to all the parents, families and community 
members that came to watch our students show off their beautiful 
designs. It was wonderful to see everyone enjoying themselves in  the 
sun, which concluded a fantastic day where students enjoyed searching 
for hidden Easter eggs that were secretly hidden around the place for 
their Easter egg hunt! 
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On Wednesday the 5th April, our 

Interschool Swimming Team  travelled 

by bus to compete  in Leinster. They 

competed  against  three other schools 

- Leinster, Wiluna a nd Mt Margaret. 

Our students swam tremendously well 

with Leonora DHS taking  home 2nd 

place!  

Our students had been training  extra  

hard on Tuesdays and Th ursdays 

which eventually paid off. We would 

like to thank Miss Gordon and Mr 

Doyle for running  training sessions  

after school  and supporting us 

throughout the carnival . Thanks also 

to Brad for being there and driving 

the bus.  

 

 

 

 

Here are some of our winners:  

-Intermediate Boys Runner Up Champion: Mahlyk  

-Intermediate Girls Runner Up: Montana  

-Senior Boys Champion: Jazz  

-Senior Girls Runner Up: Sarah -May  

-Open Boys Runner Up:  Malachi  

-Open Girls Runner Up:  Tenah  

We would also like to thank Mr Rene 

Reddingius for helping us out with 

swimming training. Thank you to all the 

parents and families who also went 

down to support our school.  



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
A Shooting Star is Born  

Shooting Stars, an initiative of Netball WA and Glass Jar, aims to use netball as the vehicle 

to encourage greater engagement and attendance at school of young Aboriginal girls living 

in WAôs remote communities and regional towns. The program comprises netball training 

and skills along with a focus on education and wellbeing. Festivals, Cups, Galas, Matches 

and Competitions are just a few of the community events hosted or supported by the 

Shooting Stars program. In each region we work with the local Aboriginal community to 

bring friends, families, students and teachers together to celebrate culture, diversity and of 

course, netball.   

 

 

History & Participation  

Originally named the óYouth Engagement programô, the Shooting Stars Program was 

developed following the successful pilot of the Youth Engagement Program, conducted at 

Halls Creek and Fitzroy Crossing District High Schools across 2014.  In conjunction with the 

Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, the Shooting Stars program became fully 

established in 2015, supported by the Department of Aboriginal Affairs as part of the 

Indigenous Advancement Strategy.  

Out of our successful pilot program in Halls Creek in 2015, Shooting Stars is now delivered 

across six separate school sites, engaging with more than 250 students. A further four more 

sites are planned to be launched by the end of 2017, with a goal to work with 20 schools by 

2021. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

A Program for  the Entire Community   

Distance is one of Western Australiaôs greatest challenges. The remoteness of our 

communities puts their local issues beyond our line of sight. Shooting Stars overcomes this 

hurdle by engaging local groups and service providers, as well as employing people from the 

community, to deliver a tailored progr am that meets the needs of their location.  

Within the first five years, Shooting Stars also hopes to grow the representation of 

Aboriginals in the programôs workforce to 50%.  

 

Addressing the Education Gap  

The school attendance rate of young girls in remote communities in Western Australia is 

significantly lower than in metropolitan centres. The attendance rate of Aboriginal 

Australians is more than 10% less than non-Aboriginal Australians, while less than 30% of 

Aboriginal women have completed year 12 compared with 60% of other Australian women.  

Netball WA identified a need to provide support to women in these communities via 

programs aimed at improving school attendance rates and wellbeing, and ultimately driving 

social change. Education is critical to employment and attendance at school is critical to 

receiving an education. Shooting Stars empowers both individuals and communities to take 

control of their education and realise their potential.  

 

Affecting Genuine Change  

The response to Shooting Stars across the first 12 months of delivery, from both the 

students and their communities, has been significant. 

In the first year, Shooting Stars has seen an average increase in school 

attendance of over 3% per participant, with more than half of all participa nts 

either maintaining or improving their attendance rate.  

During the same period, 10% of all participants have increased their attendance 

by 20% or more, which is equivalent to an extra day at school per week.  

These numbers reflect real change in these studentsô attitude towards their school and 

education. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Using Netball to  Improve Wellbeing  

Sport is critical for young people to engage in, to support those development years and 

improve not only long-term health prospects, but their broader quality in life.  

Netball provides a fun, safe environment that promotes an active lifestyle, and connects with 

young girls in a way most other sports cannot.  

Shooting Stars is first and foremost an education program, but netball plays a central role in 

fostering motivation. A healthy body walks hand in hand with a healthy mind.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Involved and Support our School  

Leonora District High School aims to provide our young girls with the opportunity to get 

involved in the Shooting Stars Netball Program. To do so, we are inviting both parents and 

members of the community to support our school by showing an expression of interest 

through signing a petition. You can sign the petition by visiting our front Administration 

Office at the school or around town at your local  Post Office, service stations and shops.  



 

From the Principal 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 

On Wednesday the 5th of April, our Interschool Swimming Team 
travelled by bus to Leinster where they competed against three other 
schools in region. I am so very proud of each studentôs efforts and 
leadership skills that were displayed all throughout the carnival, with 
Leonora DHS proudly taking home 2nd place! Thank you to all our staff,  
and those families and who travelled all that way to support our team.  

I want to thank everyone who came along to our Assembly and Easter 
Hat Parade. The children thoroughly enjoyed showing off their  
wonderful hats! Thank you also to those families who brought along 
food for everyone to share. It was greatly appreciated and lovely to 
have so many visitors in the school.  

Next term we are planning to hold a Bush Day on Friday 26th May. 
Please mark this on your calendar ï it would be wonderful to have you 
all come along and join us. 

The end of Term 1 has come along very quickly. I would like to 
acknowledge the efforts our staff and students have put in this term.  I 
hope everyone has a fantastic Easter and I wish you all an enjoyable 
break ï stay safe and I look forward to seeing  you all again next term!  

 

Kind Regards, 

Jennette Maxfield 

  


